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Summary :

Among his many pioneering achievements; Ibn al-Mugaffa, who was killed in
the year 142 AH/759 AD, is considered the first Muslim translator, as he had
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knowledge of the Persian, Indian, and Greek cultures as well as Arabic. He is also
considered the first to write about morals among Muslims! He had one goal, which
was to reform political morals, for both sides, the shepherd and the subjects, so he
divided his multiple topics in that direction into a number of his literary works,
namely: his popular narrative in “Kalila wa Dimna,” which he used to deceive in
order to convey his criticism to the shepherd, and to this day it is still alive in
circulation, generation after generation. Gill, and his other books in which he
included texts on political ethics, which are “The Great Literature or the Orphan of
Time,” “The Little Literature,” and “The Message of the Companions.”

Ibn al-Mugaffa’s philosophy focused on fundamental issues, including: self-
discipline, and social and political morals among the shepherd and his flock. He
directed his arrows at the ruling authority, and then established the etiquette of the
mutual relationship between the shepherd and his flock. In general, 1bn al-Mugaffa
tried to raise the level of moral and cultural awareness among the general members of
society. Islamic (Islamic nation), especially in the issue of exposing areas of injustice
and how to deal with them wisely, and reforming the concept of state policy and its
ethics in organizing its administration.

Signs and symbols, as messages sent indirectly, are among the most prominent
methods of reformers, including thinkers, writers, and writers, to achieve their moral
and political goals to reform the condition of society and its rulers. Accordingly, 1bn
al-Mugaffa’s literary works included many signs directed to both the shepherd and
his subjects, to draw their attention to social moral principles. In general and political
ethics in particular.

In order to find solutions to moral, political and social problems, it was
necessary, in Ibn al-Mugaffa’s view, to draw attention to the class of wise men and
opinionated scholars, as a class higher in appreciation and respect than the shepherd
and the flock, with an effective opinion and a voice heard by both sides! It reached
the point of elevating the status of the wise and scholars by declaring their superiority
over the men of the ruling authority, to enable the group of wise and scholars to
establish a correct method, and to chart a straight path for both parties!

The question here is: Did Ibn al-Mugaffa succeed in applying his ethical
theory? ! For which he paid his life (he was killed by the governor of Basra), and did
he implement his moral-political project in alerting the unjust rulers (the caliphs of
the Bani Abbas), and improving the mutual relationship with the subjects! Anxiety
and distress always remain when half the flock thinks about the constant injustice that
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befalls them from the unjust shepherd who does not take into account the heavenly or
man-made laws !

Search key : 1bn al-Mugaffa. Ethics . Policy . philosophy
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